
CASP: California’s Strategic Plan 
to increase canopy

Addressing AB 2251

History of Urban Forestry Legislation

• California Natural Resources Agency 
• Department of Forestry and Fire 

Protection (CalFire) 
• California Urban Forestry Act of 1978 

• defined urban forests 
• directed CalFire to implement an 

urban forestry program 
• Walter Passmore - State Urban 

Forester

California Forest Carbon Plan 2018

• Protect the existing tree canopy through policies and programs targeting 
ongoing maintenance and utilization of industry best management practices. 

• Increase total urban tree canopy statewide by 10 percent above current 
levels, targeting disadvantaged, low-income communities and low-canopy 
areas, with a preference for planting species and varieties that provide 
substantial carbon storage and are resilient to climate-linked stressors.

California Climate Action Plan: AB1482  - Draft 2024

Accelerate Nature-based Climate Solutions And Strengthen Climate Resilience of 
Natural Systems 

Goal A: Increase pace and scale of nature-based climate solutions 
Action 5: Increase green space and infrastructure across CA communities 
and prioritize tribal nations and climate vulnerable communities (pg 51) 

Goal C: Integrate nature-based climate solutions into relevant infrastructure 
and investments 

NEW–Action 6: Utilize nature-base solutions as part of cooling strategies 
in public and private spaces, including through planting trees, 
expanding green space, restoring urban streams and increasing public 
awareness of best practices to green urban residential areas. (pg 58)



State Assembly Bill 2251: June 2022 Goal of AB2251’s Strategic Plan

The statewide strategic plan is going to include recommendations for all of the following:  
1. State and local policies necessary to achieve the goal of increasing tree canopy cover 

in urban areas by 10% by 2035.  
2. Targets and actions for canopy increase to be completed at the regional level by 

2030.  
3. Local resources needed for the maintenance and upkeep of urban forests and 

strategies to secure these resources.  
4. Resources and strategies to address threats to urban forests, including climate 

change, extreme weather, pollution, drought and limited water resource availability, 
diseases, and pests. 

5. Sustainable tree canopy expansion within disadvantaged communities and low- 
income communities.  

6. Measures to reduce or eliminate net loss of any existing tree canopy. 
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Amanda Hansen CA Natural Resources Agency
Amos White 100K Trees 4 Humanity
Carlos Campero LA Conservation Corps
Cindy Blain California ReLeaf
David Cox L.E. Cooke Company
Janet Hartin UC Cooperative Extension
Jimmie Webb San Diego Gas & Electric
Jonathon T Swae City of San Francisco
Julie Saare-Edmonds CA Dept. of Water Resources
Rose Epperson Western Chapter ISA
Sandy Bonilla - Chair Urban Conservation Corps
Sara Davis City of San Jose, Dept. of Transportation
Tracey Takeuchi Cal Poly, Pamona
Vince Mikulanis Davey Resource Group
Francisco Escobedo USDA Forest Service
Miranda Hutten USDA Forest Service Region 5
Gabriella Armendariz CAL FIRE Urban & Community Forestry
Tanner Mar CAL FIRE Urban & Community Forestry
Evan Jones CAL FIRE Urban & Community Forestry
Julia Gowin CAL FIRE Urban & Community Forestry
Jessica Casa CAL FIRE Urban & Community Forestry
Greg Dion CAL FIRE Urban & Community Forestry
Henry Herrera CAL FIRE Urban & Community Forestry
Marco DeAnda CAL FIRE Urban & Community Forestry
Walter Passmore CAL FIRE Urban & Community Forestry

• Includes 17 industry sectors 
• non-profits 
• government entities 
• professional organizations 
• academics 
• cooperative extension 
• private industry

CAPS Engagement Plan 2024-2025

• Nov 13/14 - CUFC meeting 
• Dec 3/4 - CUFAC meeting 
• City interviews ongoing 
• Draft review webinars  & updates from CaUFC, ReLeaf 
• March Draft policies available for review 
• Revision and review period 
• Currently due to state legislature on June 30, 2025 

• Likely year extension is pending

Expanding canopy in disadvantaged communities



Strategic Plan Workshop Canopy cover increase by 10%

• 10% increase from 2018 levels

202420192003

Canopy Loss in Long Beach, CA
Plan for foundational resources

• Geospatial resources for city planning 
• Goals and targets for cities 
• The skilled workforce to support these goals 
• Methods for tracking change through time



What increases canopy?

10% increase

1.Limit removal of canopy 
2.Grow existing trees 
3.Plant new trees

Interactions:

Trees

Communities

Water
Government

Professional 
tree workers 

Development

Infrastructure

Climate 
change

Equity

Identified Challenges

• Development/housing with no room for trees 
• Removals of large species with replacement of small species 
• Water use considerations 
• Insurance companies 
• Conflict with other regulatory requirements  - ADA accessibility, 

sidewalk engineering standards, etc. 
• City staffing and capability - largely under-resourced 

• Pruning cycles vary from 2 yrs to non-existent

Ian Kesterson - City of Berkeley

















Contribute to CASP in two ways:

CITIES:
General input here:

Are you here representing a… 
city 
community group 
professional tree worker/arborist 
other

Challenges

Is your canopy…. 
increasing 
decreasing 
staying the same

Challenges

What is driving that change in the 
community?

Challenges

Name - affiliation - comment



What ideas do you think should be 
reflected in the strategic plan? 

Opportunities

Name - affiliation - comment

What would you need to add 10% 
canopy to your community?

Opportunities

Name - affiliation - comment

How should it be paid for? 
$$$$

Challenges

Name - affiliation - comment

Contribute to CASP in two ways:

CITIES:
General input here:
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